


President Margie Fitchlee. Margie secured the most donations herself and put
in countless hours to make this event a success. She kept our committee on task
with regular meetings and multiple emails. Once again she did an outstanding
job directing our fundraising.

All the members of the Buffalo Implant Group Board and our fundraising
committee assisted with the event, along with graduate student volunteers from
the UB Department of Communicative Disorders and Sciences. Photos in this
issue are courtesy of Will Licata.

The overall response to the event was wonderful. Most participants asked us
to hold another Bunco event in the future. A few said that they prefer Bingo,
so we are considering another Bingo event in the future as well. If you would
like to volunteer to help our committee with
our next fundraiser, or would like to give
us feedback, just let any officer know at our
next meeting or email us. We would love
your input.
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Thank You to Our Ge
Bunco Brunch Donors

Ace Hardware

Alaina Allen — Japura Jewelry
Atelier

Aurora Cutting Edge

Becker Farms

BJ's

Bu alo Bisons

Bu alo Sabres

Cala’s Kitchen

Canisius College Athletics
Christmas Tree Shops
Clyde’s Feed Store

Donna Stewart Photography
Dunkin Donuts

Sr. Dorothy Feltz

Allison Fitchlee

Margie Fitchlee

Fitchlee family in memory of Vicl
Gail’'s Hair Design

Gullo’s Garden Center
Holliday Valley

Theresa Holly

Holst family

In-Room Plus

Allison James

Johnson’s Nursery and Garden
Carol Lazzeri

Lockhouse Distillery

Lori Wilson Jewelry

Lowe’s

Meadowbrook Restaurant
Millersport Market

Diane Mogavero

Mr. Pot Pie

Old Orchard Inn

Old Souls Out tters

Panera Bread

Pano’s Restaurant

Park Avenue Coat Company
Pasquale’s Restaurant
Premiere Wine & Spirits
Russell's Steaks, Chops & More
Salon Lilli

Salvatore’s Grand Hotel
Sam’s Club

Stooges Burger Bar
Tattered Tulip Farmhouse Décor
The Roycroft Inn

Tim Horton’s

Tops Markets

Towne Lincoln

Trader Joe’s

UB Athletics

Vidlers 5 & 10

Carol Wesley

West Herr Automotive

WNY Immediate Care

Wild Birds Unlimited
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AG Bell Launches Western New York Chapter
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We are very excited to announce the launch of AG Bell
Western New York, the 38th chapter of AG Bell International!
We formed in 2018 to build a community of support, infor-
mation and empowerment for individuals and families with
hearing loss from Buffalo to Syracuse. Through informational
sessions, connection to others, and social events, we are here
to support you on your hearing loss journey.

The Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing was founded in 1890. Through publica-
tions, advocacy, training, scholarships and financial aid, AG
Bell promotes the use of spoken language as well as hearing
technology for children with hearing loss. It is headquartered
in Washington, D.C., with chapters located throughout the
United States and a network of international affiliates. The
Association also sponsors the AG Bell College Scholarship
Awards Program for a number of deaf and hard of hearing
full-time students pursuing undergraduate or graduate de-
grees. AG Bell’s mission is for all families to be informed and
supported, professionals to be appropriately qualified to teach
and help children with hearing loss, public policy leaders to
effectively address the needs of people with hearing loss, and
communities to be empowered to help their neighbors with
hearing loss succeed.

Our chapter kickoff events included the Buffalo Walk for
Hearing in September 2018, and our next event in February
2019 is a film screening of The Listening Project, directed by
Academy Award-nominated, Emmy and Peabody Award-win-
ning filmmaker Irene Taylor Brodsky and Jane Madell, Clini-
cal Audiologist and Professor. It explores the profound impact

of technol-
ogy on the
lives and !

identities

of young ® o :

deaf ad_ults. Association for the Deaf
Following & Hard of Hearing
the film

will be a panel of parents and teenagers speaking about their
personal journeys with hearing loss.

Sarah Ozimek, Communications Director of AG Bell WNY
shares: “I was born in Philadelphia with severe to profound
hearing loss and diagnosed/fitted with hearing aids at age 2.
An AG Bell member since childhood, I am appreciative of
the lifelong connections I have made at AG Bell conventions
all over the country and particularly at LOFT (Leadership
Opportunities for Teens). There, I met deaf & hard-of-hearing
friends, and our confidence in our skills, abilities and futures
blossomed as a group. I can remember, as a teenager, soaking
up round tables and panels full of valuable information and
advice that I still carry with me today about going through life
with a hearing loss. Now as a parent of children with hearing
loss living in Rochester, I am so excited to have come full cir-
cle and to help create similar experiences for children, teens,
and families in WNY - making even more supportive connec-

tions with each other as we grow our new chapter!”

We are looking forward to planning more events this year!
To get in touch, email us at agbellwny @gmail.com.

Sound Amplifier Released for Some Android Phones

By Gail Cronin

In recent years, Apple had been a leader in accessibility for Hard of Hearing people with their iPhone products. Now Android is looking to
close that gap and provide better accessibility for their cell phone users. Google has developed a new app for some Android phones. Sound
Amplifier will provide new accessibility settings that allow the user to adjust sound settings for a customizable listening experience. Slid-
ing controls can reduce background noise, adjust sound quality, and correct right/left balance. The user must wear wired headphones (not
Bluetooth) to hear the adjusted sound signal. Currently, the phone must be running Android 9 Pie in order to download this app, available

in the Google Play Store. It will be pre-installed on Pixel 3 phones.

MARIK YOUR CALENDAR

The HLAA (Hearing Loss Association of America) will be holding
their third annual Buffalo Walk4Hearing on Sunday, September 29,
2019. The Walk will be held at the same location as last year at South
Park Ring Road, part of the Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy, near

the Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens.

Hearing Loss Association of America

WALK4
HEARING

For the past two years, Buffalo Implant Group has been an Alliance Group organization with HLAA and spon-
sored a Walk Team. We hope to do so again. Funds raised are split between HLA A, a national organization that
advocates and lobbies for people with hearing loss, and the Alliance Groups. More information about our partici-
pation will be included in the next issue of The B.I.G. News.

If you would like to learn more about HLAA, check out their website at www.hearingloss.org.
To learn more about the Walk4Hearing, go to www.walk4hearing.org.
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The Buffalo Implant Group Scholarship

The Buffalo Implant Group Scholarship is an annual award offered to any high school senior who uses hearing implants. This award has
been created to assist recipients with expenses related to post-high school studies (college or vocational). The scholarship value is $500. It will
be available in the spring of 2019 to graduating high school seniors.

Eligibility Requirements:

* Must use hearing implants (Cochlear Implant or Bone-anchored ¢ Must submit an essay on how the Cochlear Implant has impacted
Hearing Aid) his/her life (Please attach to scholarship application.)
e Must have a GPA of 80% or higher e Letter of recommendation from a non-family member

e A copy of applicant’s official high school transcript

Application deadline is March 31, 2019
All materials should be sent to: B.I.G., PO Box 350, Clarence Center, NY 14032-0350
The scholarship recipient will be notified by mail on April 15,2019.

BUFFALO IMPLANT GROUP

P.O. BOX 350 « CLARENCE CENTER, NEW YORK 14032-0350

cholarship Application

AYo]oe S 0 : 0

Full Name: Date:

Last First M.I.
Address:

Street Address Apartment/Unit #
Address:

City State ZIP Code
Phone: Email:
Cumulative GPA: Type of Implant:

Extracurricular
Activities:

(Use space provided or
attach a separate sheet.)

Post Education
Goals:

(Use space provided or
attach a separate sheet.)

High School: Address:

From: To:

2nd High School:
(If necessary) Address:

From: To:
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Nlarny Tharks

Carol Baum Sharon Hehr Rew. Msgr. Peter ]. Popadick
Raymond and Lisa Brewster Lisa Hill Nowicki Jane Ploety
Buffalo Hearing and Speech Center Jessica Holst Jean Ras
Christine Burozy Shirley Jaskier Michael and Susan Roberts
Melissa Burroughs Donna Johnson Marianne Roth
Craig and Jackie Carpenter Donald Keller St. Aloysius Gonzaga R. C. Church
Elsbeth Chidiac Jody Kelley St. Mary’s School for the Deaf
Joe Cronin Joe Kolis Tracy Schaeffer
Kathy Danahy Nancy Lamb Mary Ann Slon
Deaf Access Services Will Licata Joe Sonnenberg
Michelle Dubé Kathy Maroney Sandra Swaciak
Jon Erwin Gloria Matthews Jan Telban
Sr. Dorothy Feltz Joanne Mayers Sue Wantuck
Manrgie Fitchlee Paul Meyer Karen Ward
Mavrielle Fitzgerald Dianne Mogavero UB Audiology and Speech students
Jean Frigioni Lawrence and Joan Osswald Valerie Ward
JoAnn Hammer Sarah Ozimek Zenger Group

Mary Healy

e~ SAVE THE DATE!

Our 2019 Summer Sunset Dinner and Picnic will be held at Westwood Park in
Lancaster on Friday, August 9. Once again you will find us in Shelter #5 at
5:00 pm for dinner and our basket raffle. Please mark your calendars!

1 cup sugar 1 pint sour cream
% pound butter 3 unbeaten eggs

2 ¥ cups flour 3 t. baking powder
1 t. baking soda

filling/topping
3/4 cup sugar 4Thbsp. cinnamon
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans

Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees F. Cream together sugar and butter and mix in sour cream. Add un-
beaten eggs one at a time. In separate bowl, mix the flour, baking powder, and baking soda. Combine
the flour mixture gradually into the butter mixture. The dough will become stiff.

Spoon half of the dough into a well greased 10 in floured tube pan and mix together the topping

ingredients.
Sprinkle a third of the topping over the first half of the dough.

Add remaining dough and sprinkle the rest of the topping.
Bake 1 hour at 350 degrees F. Cool 1 hour before removing from pan.
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per Year

Name

Address

City State Zip + 4
Phone (day) Email
O Implant User [ Parent Child’s Name

1 Device Name Age Implanted
[d Professional, What field School
(1 Other

Please make your check payable to Buffalo Implant Group and send the Subscription/Membership Form andfor donation to:
Buffalo Implant Group, P.0. Box 350, Clarence Center, NY 14032-0350

Without your support, there can be no B.I1.G. News. It is our belief that the B.I.G. News is of great value to our readers and to those who
would like to learn more about us. We strive to provide you with current, useful information, inspiring stories and valuable resources for
cochlear implant users and the people who care for them. Please show us your support by joining B.I1.G. now!

Parents’ Panel

The Buffalo Implant Group is pleased to welcome
a panel of parents of young children who will share their experiences

Wednesday, March 13,2019
6:00 -8:00 PM
Buffalo Hearing and Speech Center
50 East North St. Buffalo 14203

The meeting will be held in the lower level conference room. Limited free parking is available in the lot behind the building.
Sign language interpretation will be provided.
A brief business meeting will be held at the beginning of the evening, followed by a vote on a change to our by-laws.
The proposed change would reduce the number of newsletters per calendar year from four to three.
The treasurer will be collecting dues payments for 2019. Our t-shirts will be available for purchase. Please support this fundraiser.
Pizza, pop, and water will be provided. Please consider bringing a dessert to share, if you are able to do so. Social time will follow.
Friends and family are always welcome.

If you are interested in child care during the meeting, call Tracy Schaeffer at 88-8871 x2203 or email her at tschaeffer@askbhsc.org
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